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19 Regiment Royal Artillery
The Scottish Gunners
HISTORY OVERVIEW

13 (Martinique 1809) Headquarter Battery Royal Artillery has a long history dating back to 1755, where it was raised as a Gun Battery.  Today, as a Headquarter Battery, it provides all the central command, stores, support and administration functions to 19th Regiment Royal Artillery (The Scottish Gunners).
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In 1687 a Royal Warrant was issued for the establishment of an Office of Ordnance and Train of Artillery in Ireland, which had a staff of only 40 distributed among several garrisons, but Ireland lacked its own specialist Artillery Corps. Furthermore, down to May 1755 no Irishman whatsoever was allowed to be enlisted for the Army serving in Ireland - a consequence of the Test Act of 1673, directed against Catholics which, among other things, permitted recruiting for the Army on the Irish Establishment only from English Protestants. 

ORIGIN

The Royal Irish Artillery was formed in May 1755 as The Artillery Company of Ireland. In February 1756 this was amended to include Protestants from the Province of Ulster. On 1 April 1756 the Train of Artillery was expanded to a company and further increased in 1760 to four companies and designated a regiment with the full title The Royal Irish Regiment of Artillery with the Earl of Kildare as its first Colonel in Chief. By 1800 the Royal Irish Artillery had reached its high point of twenty Marching Companies and an Invalid Company with a total strength of 2,132 men.

ACT OF UNION

In 1801, following the Act of Union and the formation of the United Kingdom, the Royal Irish Artillery was absorbed into the Royal Regiment of Artillery and was re-designated as 1st Company, 7th Battalion Royal Artillery (Capt Lindsay’s Company).
THE CAPTURE OF THE ISLAND OF MARTINIQUE 29TH JANUARY - 24 FEBRUARY 1809

In 1809 his Majesty’s Government decided to reduce the remaining French Garrisons in the West Indies, at Martinique and Guadeloupe, in order to release troops for operations in the Peninsula.  A force commanded by Lieutenant General Beckwith was assembled at Barbados; consisting of a Division from the West Indies including No 1 Company, 7th Battalion Royal Artillery (now 13 ‘Martinique 1809’ Headquarter Battery), commanded by Captain R S Brough, and a Division from Halifax; Nova Scotia, including No 7 Company, 7th Battalion Royal Artillery (now 76 ‘Battleaxe Company’) commanded by Captain W Stuart.  Captain Stuart died whilst at Barbados and his Second Captain, Captain St. Clair, took command.

The Force arrived at Martinique on 29th January 1809 and landed next day.  The two divisions quickly drove in the French outposts and invested the main town of Fort Royal.  The artillery, commanded by Brigadier General Stehelin landed separately and began the long task of manhandling their seventy guns, howitzers and mortars across an open beach and twenty miles of jungle.  One battery was quickly established to support the assault on Fort Royal which fell on 5th February 1809.  The French then withdrew to their citadel, Fort Desaix.  Further batteries were established and on 16th February 1809 a continual and brisk cannonade on the citadel was commenced, which was kept up night and day.

Early on 24th February 1809 a shell penetrated the main magazine and caused a shattering explosion of its contents.  The garrison surrendered immediately with the honours of war to the number of 3000 to 4000 men.

General Stehelin wrote the following dispatch to Woolwich:

“Sir, his Excellency the Commander of the Force having been pleased in a public manner to approve the conduct of the Corps under my Command employed in the capture of the Island of Martinique.  I think it is a justice to them to enclose a copy of that approbation expressed in General Orders and request you will have the goodness to say the same before his Lordship the Master General”.
As was regarded at the time, the reduction of Martinique, under existing conditions was quite a feat of arms and made more impressive by the small amount casualties on the British side.  Over the whole campaign the British only lost 550 men, of which the Artillery lost 16 killed and 11 injured.  A remarkable record for any of the West Indies campaigns.  

The Force Commander acknowledged these facts after the campaign when he awarded various battle trophies to the Regiments who took part.  This is how the Battle Axes became part of the Battery emblem.

There have been few land battles of which can be said were won by the actions of the Royal Artillery alone.  But there are those in which the Artillery has played the predominant part and without their actions the battle could not be joined with any prospect of success.  The capture of Martinique was one such battle.
HONOUR TITLE
On the 29th July 1934 the War Office gave approval to the inclusion of ‘Martinique 1809’ in the Battery’s title in recognition of its distinguished conduct during the capture of Fort Desaix, Island of Martinique, on 24th February 1809. A letter of the period in the Battery History states:


‘The conduct of the Artillery in these Operations was Excellent, both as regards professional skill and preserving spirit, having remained five nights and four days in their Batteries carrying on incessant fire, without any relief’s, notwithstanding many of the Officers and Men were suffering under severe dysentery and illness. The Lieutenant-General Commanding the Forces expressed his full approbation of the behaviour of the Regiment, both in General Orders and in an Address, and presented this Company with Battle Axes from the Enemy, as a mark of his entire satisfaction.’

13 (MARTINIQUE 1809) BATTERY ROYAL ARTILLERY
On the 8th of May 1993, 13 (Martinique 1809) Headquarter Battery RA was formed by an amalgamation of 13 (Martinique 1809) Battery and Headquarter Battery from within 19th Regiment Royal Artillery.

The Battery was raised in Dublin in May 1775, as 1st Company, 7th Battalion, Royal Irish Artillery and became Captain Lindsay’s Company, 7th Battalion, Royal Artillery after the act of Union in 1801. On 29th July 1934 the War Office gave approval of the inclusion of “Martinique 1809” in the Battery’s title in recognition of its distinguished conduct during the capture of Fort Desaix, Island of Martinique on 25 February 1809.

During the 19th Century, in addition to its war service, the Battery served in Ireland, Newfoundland, the West Indies, Gibraltar, South Africa and India.

The Battery was also in continuous action during the German offensive on the Aisne in May 1918, only two gunners escaped.

The Battery was mechanised in India in 1938 and moved to Sudan with 5th Indian Division in 1940. After re-equipping with 25 pdrs it took part in fighting in Abyssinia, Eritrea, North Africa and Burma. 

Returning to the United Kingdom in 1948 after an absence of 22 years, the Battery was brought up to strength and moved to Hong Kong. The battery saw action in Korea from November 1951 to December 1952, followed by further service in Hong Kong and Germany. In May 1966 prior to moving to Sharjar the Battery was re-equipped with the Italian 105mm pack howitzer, and then served in the Persian Gulf between 1968 and 1969.

In October 1969 the Battery was assigned to the Allied Command Europe Mobile Force (Land) under NATO command, based permanently in Larkhill.

In July 1979 the Battery moved with 19th Field Regiment Royal Artillery to Dortmund, and in 1980 completed a tour as the Guard Force at HMP Maze in Northern Ireland. On the Battery’s return to BAOR it supported the Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment and the 1st Battalion The Light Infantry.

In 1985 the Battery completed a second tour of HMP Maze, and returned with the Regiment to Topcliffe in 1990 where it supported the 1st Battalion The Gloucestershire Regiment. The Battery’s final operational tour before amalgamation was in Belize in 1990.

In June 1995 the Battery deployed to Bosnia as part of IFOR and completed 6 months.

In June 1998 Cyprus was the next location where the Battery deployed under the UN flag as part of OP TOSCA.
In July 2000 the Battery deployed to Bosnia and Kosovo as part of the Pan Balkans Regiment conducting peacekeeping Operations.

The Battery deployed to Iraq as part of OP TELIC 6 between April and November 2005 under 12 Mech Bde.  The Battery was amalgamated with 52 (Niagara) Battery and became the 13/52 Battery Group.
In October 2008 the Battery moved from Larkhill to Tidworth its new home.

In June 2009 several members of the Battery deployed on OP HERRICK 10.5 with 39 Regiment RA as part of X Troop, working on an urgent operational requirement assisting troops on the ground.

In June 2012 members of the Battery deployed on OP HERRICK 16. Spread over the entire AO of Helmand Province.
The Battery day is Martinique day, which is celebrated on the 25 February.
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Fort Desaix, Island of Martinique


