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The Chestnut Troop RHA
The Chestnut Troop was raised as ‘A Troop Royal Horse Artillery’ at Woolwich on 01 February 1793.  Horsed from the outset exclusively with chestnut-coloured horses, Lord Wellington asked as to the whereabouts of “The Chestnut Troop” during the Battle of Waterloo.  This unofficial title stuck until Edward VII sanctioned Army Order 135 that the Battery be designated A Battery (The Chestnut Troop) Royal Horse Artillery.  This honour title is unique in not being associated with one particular incident and also affords The Chestnut Troop the privilege to be known simply as such outside the Royal Regiment of Artillery.  As the senior Battery within the whole of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, it takes position at the Right of the Line when on parade.

A Troop was raised as the first self-contained and fully mounted unit equipped with first four, then later six, six-pounder quick fire guns.  The Troop first saw action in the Irish Rebellion in 1798 and then in the Netherlands in 1799.  In 1806 Captain Hew Ross assumed command of the Troop and his tenure lasted for an unrivalled period of 19 years, through campaigns in Spain, Portugal, France and Waterloo.  Captain Ross went on to be knighted and become the first ever Gunner Field Marshal.  The Troop fought through the Peninsula War from 1809.  Following its exploits in Portugal, there followed a protracted period of peace until the Crimean War in 1855/56.  Until the turn of the century, the Troop served in both UK and India, before serving in the South African War.
The outbreak of the First World War saw the Troop deploy to France in 1914.  It served throughout the War in many of the major battles, firing its last round at Orrs on 04 November 1918.  In between the two world wars, the Troop undertook a variety of service throughout the Empire that included deployment to Basra in 1921.  In 1938, The Chestnut Troop became a battery of 1st Regiment Royal Horse Artillery which, at the outset, was formed as a 12 gun Battery.

World War Two (WW2) saw the Troop deploy in 1939 to France, fighting continuously until its evacuation from Dunkirk.  Thereafter, the Battery was sent, in 1940, to Egypt as part of the Desert Rats and was involved in the siege of Tobruck in 1941.  The Battery was then reorganised to become The Chestnut Troop once again and fought continuously in the Western Desert in 1942, culminating at El Alamein.  The Regiment was then re-equipped with 105mm self-propelled guns before fighting in Italy for what remained of the war.

After WW2, the Troop served in Egypt, the UK and Germany and then Aden from 1965-67.  It completed four tours of Northern Ireland during the 1970s.  In 1990 members of The Chestnut Troop deployed on Operation Granby to Iraq as part of the composite A/B/E Battery.  The Battery served in the Balkans during the late 1990s and again in the new millennium.
In April 2004, The Troop deployed to Basra some 83 years after last being there.  This time, the Troop deployed as infantry as part of  the 1 CHESHIRE Battle Group, to develop the Iraqi Police Service.  Five months after its return, The Troop deployed to Cyprus as United Nations peacekeepers in Nicosia.  The Battery returned to Iraq in 2007 with its 155mm AS90 howitzers to provide counter indirect fire in order to protect lives in Basra.

In 2009 The Troop deployed to Afghanistan with personnel in a variety of roles, the gun group was equipped with 105mm Light Gun while the Tac Gp supported 3 RIFLES in Sangin, the most dangerous AO in Helmand.

In more peaceful times, The Chestnut Troop consists of 110, all ranks, and is stationed in Tidworth on Salisbury Plain.  With a strong Yorkshire identity, the Battery recruits its men and women from Sheffield and maintains close links with the City; which bestowed it the Honorary Freedom.  It also maintains its historical link to The RIFLES.
Battery Commander – Maj Moore RHA

Battery Sergeant Major – WO2 (BSM) Jones
