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88 (ARRACAN) BATTERY ROYAL ARTILLERY
4TH REGIMENT ROYAL ARTILLERY

BATTERY BIRTHDAY – 14 FEBRUARY
The Battery was raised in Calcutta, India, on 14 February 1802 as 7 Coy, 2 Bn, The Bengal Artillery, in the service of the East India Company.

The Battery remained in India and South East Asia, taking part in the Nepal Wars of 1815-16 and the Mahratta War of 1817-19.  In 1825, during the First Burmese War, the Battery took part in the expedition from Chittagong to Arracan as part of Brigadier General Morrison’s force of 11,000 men.  The campaign lasted for three months until, following a final artillery bombardment by two 24-pdrs, four 12-pdrs, two 5” howitzers and four mortars, the port of  Arracan was captured.  The Battery was also involved in the expeditions to Afghanistan in 1839-42, to Ambala 1857-63, the Indian Mutiny and the First Afghan War.  In 1877, after the absorption of the Indian Army artillery into the Royal Regiment, the Battery moved to England for the first time since it was formed.
In the course of the First World War the Battery was involved in almost all the major battles on the Western Front, including Mons, Le Cateau, First Battle of Ypres, the Somme Offensive and Passchendaele.  In November 1917, the battery was moved and retrained for service in the Italian Alps. The Battery spent the years 1919-26 uneventfully in England and India. 

During the withdrawal to Dunkirk the Battery occupied more than 40 gun positions before firing their last rounds from a position near Dunkirk itself on 1 June 1940. Throughout the rest of the Second World War the Battery was deployed to North Africa and Italy in support of both the French and the 6th Armoured Division. It also saw action on Anzio beach. It ended the war in Palestine.
On 1 April 1947 the Battery was re-designated 88 (Arracan) Fd Bty RA.  
Between 1966 and 1974 the conducted two tours of Northern Ireland.
In 1982 the Battery provided Observation Parties for the Falklands War.

During April 1984 the Battery moved to Osnabruck, Germany, where they took over M109 self-propelled howitzers from 26 Fd Regt RA and Roberts Bks from 7 Fd Regt RA.  In 1986, a series of further Northern Ireland deployments began, with HMP Maze in 1986, Bessbrook Mill in 1991 and the Girdwood Roulement Battalion in 1994.
The Battery has since been on numerous deployments including Op BANNER, Op AGRICOLA, Op TELIC, Op TOSCA. Operation HERRICK 7 marked the return of the Battery to Afghanistan for the first time since 1839. The Battery returned to Afghanistan a further two times.

88 (Arracan) Battery – known as ‘The Rednecks’ due to the distinctive red neckcloths the battery wore whilst serving in Libya in 1969

